Friar Manrique is taken for a Slaver
as forgiven and the episode at an end. This so impressed the City
.'agistrate that he invited both the Portuguese to dinner, and on
.eir departure soon after for Banja, he presented them -with
Juable cashmir shawls.
Their kind merchant friend accompanied them on the first
age of the journey. He had sent ahead his servants to a halting-
.ace under great banyan trees beside a little lake. When the
avellers arrived? they found breakfast already spread. It was a
.vish meal, eaten in the grateful shade, a pleasant breeze blowing
rer the water. The two Portuguese felt their hearts brimming
yer with gratitude towards this man, Moslem though he was.
At last it was time to say farewell. Manrique, being a Latin?
aowed his emotion in a dramatic way and fell on his knees before
tie merchant ' and with my hands raised to Heaven prayed God
bat He should not bestow more favours upon me than upon him.'
n. short, he asked that somehow or other the Moor be excused
lell and rewarded with Heaven* No Augustinian is likely to have
ddressed to God such a request before. Carried away by the mer-
hant's extraordinarily good heart, the scales of bigotry fell from
ds eyes and he saw clearly that he was a good man, regardless of
lis creed, and in spite of it worthy of every reward which God
;ould bestow upon him. Convinced, though only for the instant,
hat the Moslems were as deserving of the divine pity and salva-
ion as the Christians, he embraced his friend with the tears run-
aing down his cheeks.
But his emotion was only momentary and the revelation it
Drought went with it. Nor did he see that his misfortunes had
been a just retribution, a most apt turning of the tables. He was
not a changed man. There is not a word in his book to suggest that
he modified his views. He had a great opportunity, but he did not
take it. His mind remained as closed as it had ever been. He did
not grow an inch in spiritual stature. Under the violent prompt-
ings of his heart he had seen for a moment. Then bigotry shrouded
his vision again.
To conclude this chapter. He reached Banja without incident;
dispatched his business there as directed by the Provincial of the
Order; went on to Hijli and carried through the little political
mission with which the Viceroy had entrusted him 5 and took ship
thereafter to the Augustinian monastery at Cochin, which he
reached in March 1656, almost exactly eight years after he had
left it on his travels.
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